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(Prophetic traditions), following the path of good predecessor and purifying the self (nafs) and
the heart is Thya’a ‘Uliimi’d-Din. In this work, Al-Ghazali divides the sciences into two categories:
useful [mahmiidah] and harmful [mazmiimah]; Shari‘a law sciences are included in the category
of useful sciences. Al-Ghazali classifies the knowledge acquisition in three ways as lower degree,
intermediate degree and higher degree. However, while Al-Ghazali welcomed lower and middle
level knowledge in science branches; it has a negative approach to higher level information
acquisition. categorized the works of hadith according to this triple division. Al-Ghazali
categorized the his works about Hadith according to this triple division. Also Al-Ghazali has had
different views about the Hadith.The most striking point here is that Al-Ghazali’s opinion - based
on the views of his predecessors - has come to the conclusion that the science of hadith is not a
worldly issue but a matter of the Hereafter. Al-Ghazali in Thya’u ‘Ulami’d-Din mentions the
factors that make the hadith science a worldly matter. Essentially, the Al-Ghazali tafsir , while
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talking about the negative effects of being engaged in the hadith and figh, focuses heavily on the
subject of hadith. In this study, we will examine in detail Al-Ghazali's perspective on the negative
effects of being engaged in the hadith. First of all, in order to learn Al-Ghazali's approaches on
this subject, it is necessary to know the basis of the his hadith knowledge and the reference point
of him about Hadith, the state of hadith and the status of the muhaddiths in his time and the
views of his contemporaries about the occupation with hadith. Later on, we will then discuss this
issue from different perspectives and mention the views adopted and criticized by Al-Ghazali. In
this study, we will discuss whether the convictions of Al-Ghazali had about the hadiths are only
specific to their own period or are inclusive (by providing different evidence).
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Negative Effects of Being Busy with Hadith Science According to Imam Al-Ghazali

One of the most important works written by Imam Ghazali about obeying the Book and sunna
(Prophetic traditions), following the path of good predecessor and purifying the self (nafs) and the
heart is Thya’'ti ‘Ulami’d-Din.

In his works, Ghazali conveys his views on the sciences that affect the heart and soul (nafs) in
detail. This study examines Ghazali 's approach to the negative effects of being busy with hadith, in

particular, with religious /Shari‘ sciences in general.

In order to examine the approaches of al-Ghazali on the subject of hadith, first of all we need
to obtain historical knowledge about the his learning of hadith and the his study of hadith. In this
study, we tried to compare the views of classical scholars and contemporary thinkers in a comparative
manner in order to properly evaluate the interpretations of Ghazali's knowledge of hadith. We also
discussed the state of hadiths in the period of Ghazali, the works of hadiths and the views of
muhaddith about being engaged with the hadith. Thus, we reached a general opinion about the
hadiths and muhaddith in this period.

Ghazali divides the sciences into two categories: useful [mahmiidah] and harmful [mazmamah];
Shari‘a law sciences are included in the category of useful sciences Ghazali divides the sciences into
useful and mahmide sciences; Sharia sciences are included in the category of useful sciences. Shari
divides the science of hadith into two categories: Shari divides the science of Hadith into two
categories: the method (which is related to the authentic Hadith texts) and mutemmimat/teferruat’

(which is related to the science of cerh-modification and rical).

Ghazali classifies the knowledge acquisition in three ways as lower degree, intermediate
degree and higher degree. Ghazali shapes the learning of Hadith science according to this tripartite
division. According to this, the knowledge of the Hadiths in Bukhari and Muslim has a lower degree ;
Learning the authentic works other than Bukhari and Muslim includes the intermediate level and
knowing the works outside these two categories includes the upper level. However, while Ghazali
generally welcomed the lower / middle level knowledge about religious knowledge, Hadiths in

particular; it has a negative approach to higher level information acquisition.

At the same time, the Ghazali sciences are divided into two groups as shell (sadef) and core
(ore) sciences. The Ghazali , which reevaluates the science of Hadith in this category, incorporates
memorization of Hadith, understanding the Hadiths according to grain, and dealing with rical science

in the shell (sadef) sciences.
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Al-Ghazali mentions the negative effects of being engaged in narration of Hadith or of traveling
to learn Hadiths and isnads, and provides the opinion of previous muhaddith. (scholars) in order to

prove his views on this subject.

According to Ghazali , the method of Hadith science consists of sema’ (hearing the Hadith),
fahm (comprehension), hifz (memorization), deeds and publication (narrating the Hadith). However,
the muhaddiths contented with sema’ and publication and abandoned the elements with the main

purpose such as fahm, hifz and deeds

Essentially, the Ghazali tafsir, while talking about the negative effects of being engaged in the
Hadith and figh, focuses heavily on the subject of Hadith. Arrogance, self-esteem, riya, love of
authority, pride and sedition are the effects of being engaged in the science of Hadith. However,
according to Ghazali, these negative effects are qualities that should be abandoned, but these effects
should not be neglected to learn the science of Hadith. However, the Hadith of Ghazali is one of the
sciences that will lead the person to the right path. In this regard, Sufyan es-Sevri's opinion that is

“We learned the knowledge for anyone other than Allah. However, science refused to learn for anyone
but Allah.”

After evaluating Gaza's views on the negative effects of being engaged in the Hadith and his

proofs on this issue, we tried to reveal the consistency of Gaza's opinion from different perspectives.

First, according to Ghazali, the Hadith science is useful [mahmudah] religious / shari‘sciences,

fard-1 kifaye and ustlu’d-din. In fact, this view is the general opinion of Islamic scholars.

Secondly, while the Ghazali welcomed for the lower and intermediate knowledge about Hadith
information acquisition, but he negates the high level of information acquisition. This approach of
Ghazali is in harmony with the understanding of knowledge in his time. Because the information
about cerh-amendment and rical science is included in the existing books in this period, it does not
benefit the person to learn them and this kind of information acquisition is included within the scope

of upper degree.
Third, Ghazali Hadith emphasizes that the Hadith people should give importance to the

meaning / meaning in the Hadith. He states that although it is essential in previous periods, it is
necessary to abandon the pier / trip which does not necessitate the Hadith education in this period.
For this reason, Muhammad Hatib Baghdadi, a contemporary of Ghazali and his contemporary,
criticizes the meaning and the postponement of the Hadiths. Essentially, the journeys to learn Hadith
(rhihla) ended in the period before the Ghazali , and the Hadiths were brought together in sahih,
sunan, musned, mosque and mucem type works. For this reason, according to Ghazali , creating
assemblies for the narration of Hadith in this period and participating in these assemblies provide

only worldly benefits to the individual. Because in the early period muhaddith. performed this
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activity properly and made serious efforts for the formation of Hadith literature. Indeed, as Ghazali

emphasized, travel / prayer is one of the ways of learning Hadith in the early period.

Fourth, as a result of the discussions between the Hadiths and the Ahl al-ray during the his
period, these two groups fell into disagreements and as a result, the scientific level of the Hadiths
declined. Hatib Baghdadi also provides information to support the historical phenomenon.

As a result, in this study, we evaluated Ghazali 's views by considering the periods before and

after him. As a result of this evaluation, we have shown in detail that some of the views of Ghazali

only cover their own period, and the other of them are general and inclusive at all times.
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GENISLETILMIS OZET

Imam Gazzili'ye Gore Hadis ilmiyle Mesgul Olmanin Olumsuz Etkileri

imam Gazzali’'nin tasavvufi bir yasam tarzin1 benimsedikten sonra Kitap ve Siinnet’e uyma,
selef-i salihinin yolunu takip etme ve nefsi ve kalbi terbiye/islah etme konusunda yazdig1 en 6nemli
eserlerinden biri Thya'ii ‘Ulimi’d-Din’dir.

Gazzali, eserlerinde kalbi ve nefsi etkileyen ilimler hakkindaki goriislerini detayli bir bigimde
aktarmaktadir. Bu calisma 6zelde hadis ilmi, genel olarak dini/ser’i ilimler ile mesgul olmanin

olumsuz etkileri konusunda Gazzali'nin yaklasimini irdelemektedir.

Gazzali'nin hadis ilmi konusundaki yaklasimlarini tetkik etmek icin 6ncelikle onun hadis bilgisi
ve hadis 6grenimine dair tarihi malumatlar1 edinmemiz gerekmektedir. Bu calismada Gazzali'nin
hadis bilgisi hakkindaki yorumlar1 dogru degerlendirmek amaciyla klasik donem alimlerinin ve
cagdas diistiniirlerin goriislerini mukayeseli bir sekilde ortaya koymaya calistik. Ayrica Gazzali
déneminde hadis ilminin durumu, bu dénemde 6ne ¢ikan hadis eserleri ve muhaddislerin hadis ile
mesgul olma konusundaki goriislerini ele aldik. Bdylece bu dénemdeki hadis ilmi ve muhaddisler

konusunda genel bir kanaate ulastik.

GazzAli ilimleri faydali [mahm{ide] ve zararli [mezm{ime] ilimler olmak tizere ikiye ayirmakta;
ser'iilimleri faydal ilimler kategorisine dahil etmektedir. Seri ilimler igerisinde yer alan hadis ilmini
de ‘(sahih hadis metinleri ile ilgili olan) us(l’ ve ‘(cerh-tadil ve rical ilmi ile ilgili olan)
mutemmimat/teferruat’ olmak tizere ikiye ayirmaktadir.

GazzAli ilimler konusundaki bilgi edinimini ‘alt derece [iktisar]’, ‘orta derece [iktisad] ve ‘iist
derece [istiksa]’ olmak tizere ii¢ sekilde siniflandirmaktadir. Gazzali hadis ilmini 6grenmeyi de bu tiglii
taksime gore sekillendirmektedir. Buna gore Buhari ve Miislim’deki hadisleri bilme alt dereceyi
[iktisar]; Buhari ve Miislim disindaki sahih eserleri 6grenme orta dereceyi [iktisad] ve bu iki kategori
disindaki eserleri bilme de {ist dereceyi [istiksa] kapsamaktadir. Ancak Gazzili genelde dini/ser’i,
6zelde hadis ilmi konusunda alt ve orta derecede bilgilenmeyi olumlu karsilarken; tist derecede bilgi

edinimine olumsuz yaklasim sergilemektedir.

Ayni zamanda Gazzali ilimleri kabuk (sadef) ilimleri ve 6z (cevher) ilimleri olmak iizere de ikiye
ayirmaktadir. Hadis ilmini de bu kategori icinde yeniden degerlendiren Gazzili anlami dikkate
almaksizin hadis ezberlemeyi, hadisleri zahire gore anlamayi ve rical ilmiyle ilgilenmeyi kabuk (sadef)

ilimler icerisine dahil etmektedir.
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GazzAli hadis rivayetiyle mesgul olmanin veya hadis ve isnad 8grenmek icin rihle/seyahat
etmenin olumsuz etkilerinde bahsetmekte ve bu konuda goriislerini delillendirmek amaciyla 6nceki

muhaddislerin/alimlerin kanaatlerine yer vermektedir.

Gazzali'ye gore hadis ilminin usulii sema’ (hadisi isitme), fehm (anlama), hifz (ezberleme), amel
ve nesrden (hadisi rivayet etme) olusmaktadir. Ancak muhaddisler sema’ ve nesr ile yetinip fehm, hifz

ve amel gibi asil amaci ihtiva eden unsurlari terkettiler

Esasen Gazzali tefsir, hadis ve fikih ilmiyle mesgul olmanin olumsuz etkilerinden bahsederken
hadis konusuna fazlasiyla odaklanmaktadir. Kibir, kendini begenme, riya, makam sevgisi, gurur ve
fitne gibi olumsuz 6zellikler hadis ilmi ile mesgul olmanin etkilerindendir. Ancak Gazzali’ye gére bu
olumsuz etkiler terkedilmesi gereken nitelikler olmakla birlikte bu etkiler, hadis ilmini 6grenmeyi
ihmal sebebi olmamalidir. Bununla birlikte Gazzili hadis ilminin kisiyi dogru yola ulastiracak
ilimlerden biri oldugu kanaatini tasimaktadir. Bu konuda Sufyan es-Sevri'nin “ilmi Allah’tan bagkasi

icin 6grendik. Ancak ilim Allah’tan baskasi i¢in 6grenilmeyi reddetti.” goriisiinii aktarmaktadir.

Gazzali'nin hadis ilmi ile mesgul olmanin olumsuz etkilerine dair goriislerini ve bu konudaki
delillerini degerlendirdikten sonra Gazzili'nin kanaatinin tutarlibigini farkli acilardan ortaya
koymaya calistik

Birincisi, Gazzali’ye gore hadis ilmi faydali [mahm{ide] dini/ser’i ilimler, farz-1 kifaye ve usulu’d-
din kapsamina girmektedir. Nitekim bu goriis islam alimlerinin genel kanaatidir.

ikincisi, Gazzali hadis ilmi ile ilgili olarak alt [iktisar] ve orta derecede [iktisad] bilgilenmeyi
olumlu karsilarken; tist derecede [istiksa] bilgi edinimini olumsuzlamaktadir. Gazzali'nin bu yaklagimi
kendi donemindeki bilgi anlayis1 ile uyum igerisindedir. Clinkii bu dsnemde cerh-tadil ve rical ilmine
dair bilgiler mevcut kitaplarda yer aldig1 i¢in bunlar1 6grenmek kisiye fayda saglamamakta ve bu tiir

bilgi edinimi ‘istiksa [iist derece]’ kapsamina girmektedir.

Uglinciisti, Gazzili hadis ehlinin hadiste manaya/anlama 6nem vermesi gerektigini
vurgulamaktadir. Onceki donemlerde zaruri olmasina ragmen bu dénemde hadis 3grenimi igin
gereklilik arzetmeyen rihlenin/seyahatin terkedilmesi gerektigini belirtmektedir. Bu sebeple Gazzali
ve ¢agdasi olan muhaddis Hatib Bagdadi, hadislerin lafizlarini 6nceleyip anlami ve ameli Gteleyen
tutumu elestirmektedir. Esasen Gazzali’den 6nceki désnemde hadis 6grenmek icin yapilan seyahatler
(rihle) sona ermis olup hadisler sahih, sunen, musned, cami ve mucem tiirii eserlerde bir araya
getirilmistir. Bu sebeple Gazzali'ye gore bu donemde hadis rivayeti icin meclisler olusturmak ve bu
meclislere istirak etmek sadece kisiye diinyevi agidan fayda saglamaktadir. Ciinkii erken dénemde
muhaddisler bu faaliyeti gerektigi bicimde icra etmisler ve hadis literatiiriiniin olusmas: i¢in ciddi
caba harcamiglardir. Nitekim Gazzali'nin vurguladigi tizere seyahat/rihle, erken dénemde hadis

6grenme yollarindan biridir.
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Dordiinctisii, Gazzali dsneminde hadisciler ve ehl-i rey arasindaki tartigmalar neticesinde bu iki
grup goris ayriligina dissmiisler ve bunun sonucunda hadisgilerin ilmi seviyesinde gerileme meydana

gelmistir. Ayn1 zamanda Hatib Bagdadi de tarihi vakiay1 destekleyici bilgiler aktarmaktadir.

Sonug olarak bu ¢alismada Gazzali'nin goriislerini kendinden 6nceki ve sonraki dénemleri goz
ontinde bulundurarak degerlendirdik. Bu degerlendirme sonucunda Gazzili'nin bazi kanaatlerinin
sadece kendi donemini kapsadigini, bir kisminin ise tiim zamanlari kapsayici genel nitelikte oldugunu

detayli bir bicimde ortaya koyduk.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Hz. Peygamber, Siinnet, Egitim, islam, Kuram, Kisilik.
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