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Kadi Muhibbuddin el-Hamevi'nin Bevadi'd-Duma*il-
'Andemiyye Bivadi‘'d-Diyar'ir-Rimiyye Adl Seyahatnamesi
Uzerine Bir Inceleme

Oz

Bu makalede Kadi Muhibbiiddin el-Hamevi'nin Bevadi'd-Dumd'il-
'‘Andemiyye Bivadi'd-Diyar'ir-Rimiyye adli  seyahatnamesi ele
alinmigtir. 16. yiizyilda yasayan Kadi Muhibbiiddin el-Hamevi, Kadmus
beldesinde yaptig1 kadilik gorevinden alindiktan sonra azil kararina
itiraz etmek {izere Osmanli payitaht1 olan Istanbul'a gelmistir. Kadi
Muhibbiiddin el-Hamevi, istanbul'da bir bucuk yildan ziyade ikamet
ettikten sonra Civizdde Mehmet Efendi'inin Anadolu Kazaskerlik
makamina getirilmesiyle birlikte yeni bir gérev alarak memleketine
donmiistiir. Kadi Muhibbiiddin  el-Hamewi, Bevadi'd-Dum'il-
'‘Andemiyye Bivadi'd-Diyar'ir-Rimiyye adli eserinde izlenimlerine ve
yazdig1 mektuplara yer vermistir. Bu ¢alismada Kadi Muhibbiiddin el-
Hamevi hakkinda bilgi verildikten sonra Osmanli déneminin ilk
yillarinda yazilan Arapca seyahatnamelerden kisaca séz edilmis ve
donemin ilk seyahatname eserlerinden biri olan Bevadi‘'d-Dumd{'il-
'‘Andemiyye Bivadi'd-Diyéar'ir-Rimiyye adli seyahatnamesi igerik ve
islup agisindan incelenmis; eserin yazilma sebebi, konulart ve
oneminden  bahsedilmistir.  Yazar, kadi olmast  sebebiyle
seyahatnamesinde 16. yiizyilda Osmanli  devletinin = kadilik
miiessesesinden ve Istanbul'dayken meydana gelen biiyiik hadislerden
soz eder. Kadi Muhibbiiddin el-Hamevi, izlenimlerini iceren
seyahatnamesinde Seyhiilislam Ebussuud Efendi'nin vefati, II. Selim'in
vefat1 ve oglu Murat'in tahta ¢ikisi gibi dnemli hadiselerden bahseder.
Divani olmayan Muhibbiiddin el-Hamevinin Seyhiilislam Ebussuud
Efendi, kazasker Ma'lulzdde, kazasker Civizade Mehmet Efendi gibi
devlet adamlarina yazdig: siirler ile 6nemli hadiseler i¢in diislirdigi
tarihler eserde 6nemli bir yer alir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kadi Muhibbuddin el-Hamewi,
Seyahatnameler, Osmanli Devleti, Kadilik Miiessesesi.
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“Bi-wadi ad-dumii‘ al-‘andamiyya bi-wadi ad-diyar ar-
riamiyya” by Muhibb ad-Din al-Hamawi: A Study

Abstract

This article deals with the rihla (travelogue) ,,Bi-wadi ad-duma” al-
‘andamiyya bi-wadi ad-diyar ar-riimiyya” by the Ottoman qadi Muhibb
ad-Din al-Hamawi. The qadi wrote his rihla in the Ottoman capital,
where he travelled to submit a complaint after being ousted from his
post in the Syrian city of al-Qadmis. The book consists of the
descriptions of his journey, as well as the poems and letters he
composed while traveling to Istanbul. It is considered to be one of the
first examples of a travelogue in the Ottoman era. After presenting the
initial information about the author and the rihla literature at the
beginning of the 16th century, the study concentrates on the book itself.
Its content and importance are explained, as well as the circumstances
in which it was written. ,,Bi-wadi ad-dumii‘...” presents a picture of
the judicial system in the Ottoman Empire, as well as the Muhibb ad-
Din al-Hamawi’s observations on the important events of his time such
as death of the Sayl_l al-Islam Abi1 as-Sa‘td Effendi and the sultan Salim
I, and the enthronement of the later’s successor. The poems written by
Muhibb ad-Din al-Hamawi, some of them dedicated to the greatest
Ottoman statesmen and some others describing historical events,
occupy an important place in the rihla.

Keywords: Muhibb ad-Din al-Hamawi, rihla, the Ottoman Empire,
the Ottoman judicial system

Structured Abstract

Muhibb ad-Din al-Hamawi, the progenitor of the well-known
scholarly family of al-Muhibb, was one of the greatest figures of the
16th century Ottoman Empire. He travelled between its cities and
provinces and held the most important judicial offices. He was also an
author of numerous books, some of which did not attract much of the
researchers’ attention and some other still remain in the form of a
manuscript and haven not been published yet.

This article deals with Muhibb ad-Din al-Hamawi’s rihla
(travelogue) ,,Bi-wadi ad-dumi’ al-‘andamiyya bi-wadi ad-diyar ar-
rumiyya” which is to considered to be one of the first examples of a
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travelogue in the Ottoman era. The qadi wrote his rihla in the Ottoman
capital, where he travelled to submit a complaint after having been
ousted from his post in the Syrian city of al-Qadmis. He arrived in
Istanbul on 5th Muharram 983 AH/ 16th April 1575 AD. His book
consists of the descriptions of his journey, as well as the poems and
letters he composed while traveling to Istanbul. Muhibb ad-Din al-
Hamaw1 stayed in the Ottoman capital for more than a year and a half,
missing his homeland and his people. His longing grew even more
every time he received letters from his friend and loved ones.

The gadi used to send them long replays expressing his nostalgia
and homesickness. His rihla came to an happy end only when a new
chief military judge (kazasker) of Anatolia, Givi Zadeh Efendi, after
realizing how much the qadi was missing his country, appointed him to
a judicial post in Ma'rat an-Na‘'uman, near his hometown, Hama.
Muhibb ad-Din al-Hamaw1 ’s style does not differ much from the styles
of other writers of his time. It is characterized by rhymes, sophisticated
language constructions and frequent quoting of poetry verses. The qadi
also used allegories and rhetorical figures, composing his work in a
style that could be described as oscillating between rhymed prose and
poetry. He tended to form short sentences, lengthening them only to
enhance his rhymes. ,,.Bi-wadi ad-dumi® al-‘andamiyya bi-wadi ad-
diyar ar-rimiyya” is considered to be one of the most important
travelogues of the 16th century for two main reasons: the information
about the Ottoman judicial system which Muhibb ad-Din al-Hamawi
was a part of, and the the numerous poetry works it includes.

These poetic verses can shed some light not only on the author’s
style, but also on the literary traditions and styles popular at the
beginning of the Ottoman era, making the book an important source for
every scholar researching Arabic literature of this period. Majority of
the poems included in the rihla were composed by Muhibb ad-Din al-
Hamawi himself. The same goes for the letters he had written to the
greatest Ottoman statesmen and scholars. However, ,,Bi-wadi ad-dumii’
al-‘andamiyya bi-wadi ad-diyar ar-rimiyya” also includes poems
composed by numerous other authors, from pre-Islamic poets to
Muhibb ad-Din al-Hamawi’s contemporaries. Most of these verses were
already well-know and frequently cited in heritage books.

Moreover, ,,Bi-wadi ad-dumi’ al-‘andamiyya bi-wadi ad-diyar ar-
riimiyya” also seem to testify to the great freedom enjoyed by the 16th
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century Ottoman subjects. Muhibb ad-Din al-Hamawi, a simple qadi,
felt free to criticize Muhyl ad-Din Ma‘alal Zadeh, the Empire’s
chief military judge (kazasker) of Anatolia who later became Naqib al-
Asraf and Sayh al-Islam, describing his as uneducated, ignorant and
arrogant, and accusing him of appointing ignorants to the highest
positions and oppressing the virtuous and scholars. Despite this harsh
criticism of the chief military judge (kazasker) of Anatolia - a
representative of the state - included in the book, the Ottoman copyists
were able to rewrite the manuscript without fear.

“Bi-wadi ad-dumii® al-‘andamiyya bi-wadi ad-diyar ar-rimiyya”
cannot be classified as a historical chronicle. Nevertheless, it includes
descriptions of numerous historical events, as well as poems and letters
that would have already been lost, hadn not Muhibb ad-Din al-Hamaw1
have written them down.
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