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Interview with Prof. G. H. A.
Juynboll on His Scholarly Life,
Latest Work and His Reflections

on the Tradition of Orientalism ,
“G. H. A. Juynboll ile Ilmi Hayati,
Son Eseri ve Sarkiyat Gelenegine

Prof. Dr. Ibrahim HATIBOGLU' Bakig1 Uzerine”

ibrahim Hatiboglu:” Mr. Juynboll, in Turkey, you are well-known by the
academics in general and the hadith scholars in particular. Perhaps you are
not aware of it, but they benefit from your articles and books, and study
your works as a person who dedicate his life to hadith. Therefore, they want
to learn about you and your academic life with your own words. Could you
please talk about yourself, and could you give some information as to how
you started to study Islam?

Gautier Herald A. Juynboll: At first I dealt mainly with general issues in
early Islam.

Hatiboglu: Did your academic life which was started with your disserta-
tion, published by the title of The Authenticity of Tradition Literature in
Egypt, continue on the same course with special reference to the moderni-
zation of Islamic world and hadith discussions or did it transformed to a
new form the main focus of which was early hadith literature?

Juynboll: Early hadith literature was only tackled as from summer 1965.

Hatiboglu: Encyclopedia of Canonical Hadith, published by Brill is a
complete work or is it the first book of a series? Forgive our impatience,
but could you give some information about content of the book?
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Juynboll: It is a publication by itself. Read me and study its General Intro-
duction thoroughly and then use it by means of its index.

Hatiboglu: As far as I can remember, you mentioned in our last meeting
that the most important quality of the book was its arrangement according
to common links. In various articles, you have used and developed the
common link theory for many years. In your common link terminology, the
most striking terms are "partial common link", "seeming common link"
and the third term is closely related the first two namely "divings". Are
there any references to these terms in the book?

Juynboll: Yes, hordes.

Hatiboglu: In relation to the previous question, in some articles you
suggested that it was not probable to determine the common link for every
hadith because some of them have the spidery isnad bundles. Under these
circumstances, how will the hadiths having the spidery isnad bundles and
hence no real common link take part in the book? Or it is not aimed to
include all canonical hadith?

You regard the common links as the person who formulated the matn
and projected it back to the earliest authorities. However in recent years,
Harald Motzki suggested a different explanation for the common links.
According to him, they could be the first collectors who spred the hadith
regularly in the earliest learning centers of Islamic territory. What is your
opinion of this argument?

Juynboll: For last two questions, see General Introduction again. And that
should go for Motzki also.

Hatiboglu: Based on the point Encyclopedia has reached, would you say
on which generation the common links accumulate? Are the data consistent
with your previous argument that common liks were generally from the
successors of successors?

Juynboll: Idem, see introduction.

Hatiboglu: If the common links are from the generation you mentioned
and if they are responsible for the matn, then we draw the conclusion that
there is no authentic prophetic tradition? What would you like to say about
this? Even if the common links are responsible for the latest version of the
matn, is it possible to associate the matns with the Prophet in some ways?
Or cannot we say anything decisive on this?

Juynboll: The only common link which is historically feasible / or textually
authentic is the one in the Sayd-cluster (pp. 464, ft.).

Hatiboglu: We know that you attach importance to Tuhfetu'l-esrif by
Mizzi. In addition, you suggest that Mizzi was aware of the common link
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phenomenon. In this context, did you use Tuhfe in this work and if you did,
to what extent? Could you say that the data extracted from Tuhfe is totally
consistent with your theory?

Juynboll: Yes.

Hatiboglu: Did you point out the textual variants resulting from differ-
ent isnad branchs? In the publicity, it is said that Encyclopedia includes
some comments on the matn. It is obvious that the book was not designed
to be a commentary. Thus, what kind of method was followed for the com-
ments?

Juynboll: Study the General Introduction again; there is only one method.

Hatiboglu: If I may, after the questions about the early development of
the hadith and Encyclopedia of Canonical Hadith, 1 would like to ask some
general questions. In your opinion, where do you stand in the Dutch Orien-
talism? You are the most prominent representative of this tradition. What
do you think about the future of this tradition? At this point, could you say
there is an academical profundity in this tradition?

Juynboll: No comment.

Hatiboglu: Unlike the Anglo-Saxon tradition and American orientalism,
the Ducth orientalism seems to follows an apolitical and academical course.
What are the difference between the Dutch and other regional approaches?

Juynboll: It depends on the scholar’s expertise and/or credulity.

Hatiboglu: Approximately for last two centuries, many Western scholars
have studied the formative period of Islam. Lots of work was written in this
area. If we take into consideration the hadith works, do you observe any
indifference of the East towards this works? Do you think there is a need
for cooperation between the West and East in this respect?

Juynboll: Indifference is the result of lack of insight, a lack which my book
wants to redress.

Hatiboglu: To introduce the Encyclopedia of Canonical Hadith to Tur-
kish readers as soon as possible, we want to encourage the reviews and
comments about the book. What do you suggest in this respect?

Juynboll: Keep your eyes open and consult the review periodicals.

Hatiboglu: Lastly, how does it feel to be known in different parts of the
world and to learn that your works are currently translated to many lan-
guages? What would you like to say to scholars who are familiar with your
works? Is there any message you want to say to them through the Journal of
Hadith Studies?
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Juynboll: It all depends how well they appear to grasp or not to grasp, and
on (counter) arguments, if any.

[Miildkatin Tiirkge Cevirisi]

G. H. A. Juynboll ile ilmi Hayati, Son Eseri ve
Sarkiyat Gelenegine Bakis1 Uzerine

Hatiboglu: Saym Juynboll, genel olarak Tiirkiye’deki akademisyenler;
ozellikle hadis akademisyenleri sizi eserleriniz sebebiyle ¢ok iyi tamiyor,
makale ve kitaplarimizin -belki de bir¢ogundan haberdar bile olmadiginiz-
terciimelerinden istifade ediyor, omriinii hadis ¢calismalarina hasretmis bir
kisi olarak sizin eserlerinizi dikkatle okuyorlar. Dolayisiyla, sizi biraz da
kendi agzinizdan tanimak, akademik kisiliginizi daha yakindan 6grenmek
istiyorlar. Bize kendinizden ve Islim’a dair ¢alijma yapmaya baslama
seriiveninizden s6z eder misiniz?

Juynboll: Oncelikle, erken donem Isldm tarihinin genel meseleleri ile ilgi-
lendigimi s6yleyebilirim.

Hatiboglu: Doktora tez ¢calismaniz olan The Authenticity of Tradition Li-
teratiire in Egypt adiyla da nesredilmis bulunan, islam diinyasinin modern-
lesmesi ve hadis tartismalari ile baslayan akademik seyriniz, ayni ¢izgide mi
devam etti, yoksa erken donem hadis literatiiriine yogunlasan yeni bir
forma mu biiriindii?

Juynboll: 1965 yilinin yazindan itibaren erken donem hadis literatiiriinii
ele aliyorum.

Hatiboglu: Brill Yayinlar: tarafindan yayimlanmis bulunan Encyclopedia
of Canonical Hadith yaymmlanmis haliyle tamamlanmis bir ¢alisma mudir,
devamu gelecek mi? Sabirsizligimizi bagislayin, bize eserin igerigi hakkinda
kisaca bilgi verebilir misiniz?

Juynboll: Miistakil bir ¢calisma. Benim yazilarimi okuyun, genel girisi derin-
lemesine inceleyin ve ardindan indeksi vasitasiyla kullanin.

Hatiboglu: Daha 6nceki goriismemizden de hatirladigim kadariyla, ¢a-
Iismanin en 6nemli 6zelligi miisterek ravileri esasina gore tasnif edilmesi.
Siz uzun yillardir miisterek ravi teorisini farkli makalelerinizde ele aldiniz
ve gelistirdiniz. Ozellikle sizin gelistirdiginiz sekliyle teorinin en dikkat
¢ekici terimleri ‘kismi miisterek ravi’, ‘goriiniiste miisterek ravi’ ve bu iki
terimle yakindan baglantili olan ‘dalig’lar. Ansiklopedide bu terimlere
atiflar var mi1?
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Juynboll: Evet, ¢cok sayida.

Hatiboglu: Bir 6nceki soru baglaminda, her hadisin miisterek ravisini
tespit etmenin miimkiin olamayacagimi bazi hadislerin Oriimcek adini
verdiginiz isnad yapilarina sahip oldugunu daha 6nceki ¢alismalarinizda
ifade etmistiniz. Bu durumda miisterek ravisi tespit edilemeyen hadisler
calismada nasil yer alacak? Yoksa ¢alismanin tiim Kiitiib-i sitte hadislerini
icermek gibi bir hedefi yok mu?

Miisterek ravileri hadis metnini formiile eden ve isnadin kendisinden
onceki kismindan sorumlu kisiler olarak kabul ediyorsunuz. Fakat son
yillarda Harald Motzki miisterek ravilerin ilk hadis merkezlerinde hadisleri
diizenli olarak yayan hadis miidevvinleri olabilecegini iddia etti. Sizin bu
konudaki goriisleriniz nelerdir?

Juynboll: Bu sorular i¢in kitabin giris béliimiine bakiniz. Ayrica, bu soru-
nun Motzki'ye de sorulmast.

Hatiboglu: Caligmalarimizin su ana kadar geldigi asamaya dayanarak
miisterek ravilerin, bazi isimler de vererek, hangi nesilde yogunlastigi
hakkinda bilgi verebilir misiniz? Ulastiginiz veriler daha 6nce makaleleri-
nizde miisterek ravilerle ilgili verdiginiz zaman araligiyla ortiisiiyor mu
yani daha ziyade sigar-1 tabiin ve tebei't-tabiin neslindenler mi?

Juynboll: Ayni sekilde kitabin giris boliimiine bakiniz.

Hatiboglu: Miisterek raviler eger hadisin metninden sorumlu ise ve ge-
nellikle soylediginiz nesillerde yogunlasiyorlarsa, Kiitiib-i sitte hadisleri
icinde otantik merfii hadis olmadig1 sonucuna ulasiyoruz. Bu konuda neler
sOylemek istersiniz? Hadislerin metninin son halinden miisterek raviler
sorumlu olsa dahi s6z konusu metinleri bir sekilde Hz. Peygamber’le iliski-
lendirmek miimkiin miidiir? Ya da bu konuda kesin bir sey s6ylenemez mi?

Juynboll: Tarihen miimkiin tek misterek ravi ya da metin agisindan otan-
tik tek hadis Sayd-metin grubundadir. Bk. s. 464 vd.

Hatiboglu: el-Mizzi’nin Tuhfetii'l-esrdfina ¢ok onem verdiginizi biliyo-
ruz ve muhtemelen de Encyclopedia of Canonical Hadith bu ¢alismay1 esas
alarak yapildi. Ayrica el-Mizzi'nin miisterek ravi olgusunun farkinda oldu-
gunu da iddia ediyorsunuz. Bu baglamda Tuhfe’den bu c¢alismanizda ne
kadar yararlandimiz? Yani, Tuhfe'nin verdigi bilgiler sizin erken doénem
hadisin gelisim seyri konusundaki tezinizi tamamiyla dogrulayan bir iceri-
ge mi sahip?

Juynboll: Evet.

Hatiboglu: Hadislerin metinlerini bir araya getirirken farkl isnadlarla
gelen metin farklihklarina isaret ediyor musunuz? Tanitimda metinlerle
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ilgili olarak a¢iklamalar yaptigimiz sdyleniyor, eserin bir serh amac tasi-
madig: elbette ortada fakat yine de agiklamalar icin nasil bir metot izlendi?

Juynboll: Tekrar kitabin giris boliimiinii inceleyiniz. Yalniz bir tane metot
var.

Hatiboglu: Miisaade ederseniz, erken donem hadisin gelisimi ve
Encyclopedia of Canonical Hadith’e dair sorularin ardindan biraz da daha
genel sormak istiyorum. Hollanda sarkiyat gelenegi icerisinde kendinizi
nerede goriiyorsunuz? Siz bu geleneginin en 6nemi temsilcisisiniz. Gelecegi
nasil goriiyorsunuz, akademik anlamda gereken derinlik ve kusaticilik var
mu1 gelinen noktada?

Juynboll: Yorum yok.

Hatiboglu: Ozellikle Anglo-Sakson gelenek ve Amerikan oryantalizmine
gore aceleye getirilmemis, siyasallasmamis bir akademik ¢izgi olarak Hol-
landa sarkiyat gelenegini diger bolgesel yaklasimlardan ayiran temel vasif-
lar nelerdir?

Juynboll: Bu, akademisyenin uzmanhig: ve/veya giivenilirligine baghdir.

Hatiboglu: Gozlemleyebildigimiz kadariyla, yaklasik iki yiiz yildir, Ba-
tr’da Islam’in erken dénemini ¢alisan gok sayida ilim adam yetisti. Pek cok
eser yazildi. Ozellikle hadis ¢alismalarin1 s6z konusu edecek olursak, Do-
gu’da bu birikime kars: bir ilgisizlik goriiyor musunuz? Akademik biriki-
min, karsilikli dayanisma icinde siirdiiriilmesine ihtiya¢ hissediyor musu-
nuz?

Juynboll: ilgisizlik, ¢alismalarin yeterince anlagilmasindan kaynaklaniyor.
Kitaplarim bu ilgisizlige ¢care bulmay1 amagliyor.

Hatiboglu: En kisa zamanda eseriniz Encyclopedia of Canonical Hadith’i
Tiirkiyeli okuyucularimiza tanitmaya yonelik olarak Hadis Tetkikleri Dergi-
sinde degerlendirme ve yorumlara yer vermek istedigimizi ifade etmek
istiyoruz, bu konuda ne 6nerirsiniz?

Juynboll: Gozlerinizi dort agin ve kitap tanitimlarini iceren dergilere bas-
vurun.

Hatiboglu: Son olarak, tanimadigimiz bir iilkede taninmak, makale ve
eserlerinizin biiyiik cogunlugunun yayimlanmis oldugunu 6grenmek nasil
bir duygu? Tiirkiye’de sizi taniyan akademik ¢evrelere ne sdylemek isteri-
niz? Hadis Tetkikleri Dergisi aracihig1 ile iletmek istediginiz bir mesajiniz var
m1?

Juynboll: Bu, ¢alismalarimin ne kadar algilanip algilanmadig: ve eger varsa
elestirilere bagldir.
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