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Oz

Kelime hazinesi, dil 6greniminin temel tasidir. Zira 6grencinin disiince, fikir, goris ve ihtiyaglarini dogru ve anlasilir bir
sekilde ifade etmesini saglar. Genel olarak dilleri ve 6zel olarak ikinci bir dili edinmede buyik 6nem tasir. Bu nedenle
o0grencinin kelime hazinesi yetersizligi dil yoksulluguna ve hedef dillerde gegici iletisim isteksizligine yol agar. Ayrica uygun
olmayan sozciik ve yapilarin kullaniimasi anlamada birtakim giicliiklere neden olabilir. Ogrenci, dilsel performansini
gelistirmeden dilin gramerine ne kadar hakim olursa olsun, gramer kurallarini ne kadar eksiksiz ve tam kullanirsa kullansin
yeterlilik seviyesine ulasamaz. Bu nedenle, 6grenci tarafindan gelistirilebilen bir beceri olarak nitelendirilen “sézcuksel
yeterlilik kavrami”ni incelemeyi uygun gordiik. Calismamizda Ogretmenin dgrenciyi konusma ve yazma hususunda akicilik
asamasina getirebilmesiicin bulundugu tavsiyelere ve verdigi talimatlara odaklanmaya calistik. Ondokuz Mayis Universitesi
dgrencilerinden olusan bir grubun Arapca Dil Merkezinde (ADiM) yapilan deneysel calismalarinda elde ettigimiz bulgular
paylastik. Kelime tirlerini, 6grencinin zihinsel s6zligunln dayandigi yapi tasi olarak nitelendirdik. Yine kelime tirlerinin
O0grencinin gelisiminin ve ¢alisma yonteminin yeterliliklerinin ve dil becerilerinin de gelismesine yol agtigini agiklamaya
calistik. Ayrica ¢alismamizda Turk 6grenciler arasindaki zayif dil yetenekleri sorununu da inceledik, analiz ettik ve
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¢alisma toplulugu genelinde nedenlerine baglamaya calistigimiz gibi 6grencilerin dil ¢iktilarini artirmak ve dil
performanslarini iyilestirmeleri amaciyla bazi ipuglari ve stratejiler sunduk. Bu galismada kullanilan yontem,
nicel ve nitel yaklasim yéntemidir. Nitekim arastirmaya konu problemin nedenlerini ortaya koymak amaciyla
nitel yaklagimdan, problemin agilimi ve 6rneklemede nedenlerini belirlemeyi saglayan verilere erismek igin de
nitel yaklagim yararlanilmigtir. Ayrica calismamizda 6grencilerin anketleri analiz edilerek yeterlilikleri 6lgllirken
bu yeterlilikleri artiracak bazi stratejiler de uygulanmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler
Dil yeterlilikleri, Sozcuksel yeterlilikler, Arapga 6gretimi, Kelime bilgisi, Stratejiler

Abstract

Vocabulary is the cornerstone of language acquisition and second language learning. Vocabulary allows
learners to clearly express their thoughts, opinions, and needs, and a lack of vocabulary or linguistic poverty
results in a temporary reluctance to communicate in the target language. No matter how well a student
masters grammar, without developing linguistically, they cannot achieve adequate proficiency. This applied
study focused on the lexical speaking and writing competencies of (40) preparatory grade students from the
Language Center at Ondokuz Mayis University. A mixed-methods approach was used to examine the vocabulary
the learners used as building blocks to develop their mental lexicon and the teaching methods that enhanced
their competencies and language skills. A questionnaire was conducted on 40 female graduates from schools
forimams and preachers and graduates of Anatolian schools. The questionnaire had seven questions designed
to assess the feasibility of the strategies used to improve their language proficiency. Several strategies to raise
lexical competency were implemented, the efficiencies of which were determined from an analysis of student
questionnaires. This study was important because it sought to identify the reasons for the weak language
competencies in some Turkish-speaking students of Arabic, especially in preparatory classes.

Keywords
Linguistic competencies, Lexical competencies, Teaching Arabic, Vocabulary, Strategies

Extended Summary

Vocabulary is the cornerstone of language acquisition and second language learning.
Vocabulary allows learners to clearly express their thoughts, opinions, and needs, and a
lack of vocabulary or linguistic poverty results in a temporary reluctance to communicate
in the target language. No matter how well a student masters grammar, without developing
linguistically, they cannot achieve adequate proficiency.

Limitations and methodology of the research:

Time limit: The first semester of the academic year 2021-2022. Spatial boundary:
Ondokuz Mayis University. Objective limit: The plan was to describe the methods used to
present vocabulary, identify the causes of common Turkish learner errors, analyze those
errors, and link the causes to the teaching, the learner, the learner’s mother tongue, or poor
linguistic habits. To elucidate the answers to the research problem, a mixed quantitative
and qualitative approach was used to access data that enabled as full analysis as possible
given the research sample.

It was confirmed that vocabulary was a key part of language learning, that certain
lexical units, verbal associations, and coined phrases were important, and that there was a
direct relationship between the vocabulary stored in the learner’s mental lexicon and their
language ability. The study confirmed that the methods used to present vocabulary are
important, with the most popular being vocabulary presented as part of the curricula and
books on teaching Arabic to non-native speakers, both of which present vocabulary at the
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beginning of the unit. However, the contextual school method leaves the vocabulary to the
end of the unit, and another method colors the new vocabulary to motivate the student to
guess the meaning or ask the teacher. Strategies for introducing vocabulary to the learner
and preparing them to receive new vocabulary were also discussed.

This study was important because it sought to identify the reasons for the weak language
competencies in some Turkish-speaking students of Arabic, especially in preparatory
classes. There were three main reasons found for these competency weaknesses.

The first reason is related to the nature of the Arabic language, which has many
synonyms, broken plurals and derivations, and many meanings for one word. There is
also a linguistic commonality between some Arabic and Turkish words, which can result
in deceptive analogies.

The second reason involves the use of literal translation due to a lack of familiarity with
language learning or to avoid using new vocabulary. Linguistic fossilization also resulted
in error repetition. Most learners tended to rely on the significant verbal commonalities
between their mother tongue (Turkish) and their target language (Arabic), which also
meant they were less likely to apply morphology to formulate the appropriate words.

The third reason is related to the teacher, who tended to simplify the hadith or text to
help learners understand, which provided poor structural forms, and did not mirror the
structures used by native speakers. Further, little time was allocated to learning vocabulary.

Study population and results:

A questionnaire was conducted on a sample of 40 preparatory grade students during
the 2021-2022 school year at the Arabic Language Center, Ondokuz Mayis University, in
Samsun, Turkey. Informed ¢onsent was obtained. All students spoke Turkish, were female
graduates from schools for imams and preachers, and (P) all were graduates of Anatolian
schools. The questionnaire had seven questions designed to assess the feasibility of the
strategies used to improve their language proficiency, from which the following were found:

e research papers and in-class presentations made the students more self-confident and
able to learn and acquire new vocabulary and figurative expressions;

e recalling and using vocabulary in different contexts and similar and different
educational and life situations helped in learning new vocabulary;

e various linguistic stimuli and visual clips used by the teacher in the classroom
stimulated new vocabulary acquisition;

e the teacher helped the student develop their linguistic competencys;
e cach student developed a self-lexicon they used to refine in conversations and when

writing about their daily learning;
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e smartphone applications were useful in promoting language acquisition and
vocabulary.
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Fig. (1) Study survey statistics

Suggestions and recommendations:
Based on the results, some suggestions are given to raise the lexical competence of the
learners:

1. use research paper and oral presentations strategies;

2. use stories, films, and videos;

3. continuously develop the linguistic performance;

4. help students create their own dictionaries;

5. direct students to use smartphone applications and other devices.

This study recommends that students create a library of readable materials suitable for
each level to enrich their linguistic lexicons, such as stories, tales, and visual and audio
clips, and use smartphone applications daily both in class and as part of their extracurricular
activities. It is also suggested that the authors of books and educational series for the
teaching of Arabic to non-native speakers enrich the books with rich exercises that focus
on the use of vocabulary and its contextual meanings, provide extensions, exercises, and
help question banks, allocate conversation practice at each level, and include individual
and group project presentations on a weekly or bimonthly basis. It also suggested that
students be given educational lectures on the nature of learning foreign languages.
Finally, it is suggested that teachers employ feedback with students, administrators, and
sub-committees within the educational environment to develop both the students and
themselves.
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