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Eb{i’]- Kasim el-Ka‘bi el-Belhi’de Bilgi

Ozet

Bagdat Mu'‘tezilesi’nin yetkin isimlerinden Eb{i'l-Kasim el-Ka‘bi el-Belhi’nin (3. 319/931) bilgi
konusundaki gériisleri, bu ¢alismanin ana eksenini olusturmaktadir. Bu ¢alismay1 ortaya c¢ikaran
temel saik, Eb'l-Kasim el-Belhi’nin Uyiinu’l-Mesdil ve’l-Cevabdt' isimli eserinde bilgiye dair giiglii
argliimanlarin mevcudiyetidir. S6z konusu argiimanlar, Belhi’nin miitekaddimtin keldmi i¢in
Snemini artiran bir baglam sunmaktadir. Kelam tarihi agisindan, Belhi’nin yasadigi dénem dikkate
alindiginda, bilgi konusunun, heniiz sistematize oldugunu sdylemek giigtiir. Buna bagli olarak
Belhi'nin diisiince sisteminde 6nemli bir yer tutan bilgi konusu, miistakil bir teori olarak yer
almaz. Buna karsin Belh’de bilgi ve ilgili hususlar, miistakil bir teoriye ¢erceve olusturabilecek
giiclii temellere ve kavramsal zenginlige sahiptir. Ug béliimden meydana gelen calismanin
"Girig"bolimiinde Eb{’l-Kasim el-Belhi’nin hayati, ilm1 sahsiyeti, eserleri ve Mu‘tezile igindeki
konumu ele alinmugtir. Bu béliimdeki bilgiler, tarihsel siire icerisinde kendisinin ve fikirlerinin
hangi noktada oldugunun gériilmesi agisindan dnem arz etmektedir. Bilginin imkani, mahiyeti,
ilgili oldugu kavramsal cerceve ve varlik-bilgi iliskisini iceren ilk béliim, iliskili yaklasimlarla
mukayeseli olarak Belhi’nin bilgi teorisi ¢cercevesinde ele alinmistir. Belhi’nin varlik anlayisi, o
dénemde detayli aciklamalari ve farkhi paradigmasiyla dikkat cekmektedir. Bu sebeple
epistemolojik yaklagimini sekillendirmektedir. Caligmanin ikinci béliimiinde, Belhi’nin bilgi
tiirleri ve bilgi elde etme yollarina dair 6zgiin tamimlama, simflandirma ve iliskilendirme bicimleri
yer almaktadir.

Ebll-Kasim el-Belhi’'nin bilgi elde etme yollar1 arasindaki mukayeseli agiklamalari, o dénem
kelamu icin dakik ve detay olma ozelligi gostermektedir. Belhi, akil kavramini zihinsel bir siireg
iceren bir eylem olarak ¢ogunlukla nazar kavramiyla birlikte kullanmistir. Her ne kadar akil
yiirlitmek anlamina gelse de o akli, nazarin imkan igin gerekli gérmiis ve nazarin on sarti olarak
kabul etmistir. O, bilgi edinme vasitalarimi aym kategoride gdrmez. Ayrica birbirine de
indirgemez. Ona gore akil, 6l¢li olmasi ve bilgiyi meydana getirmesi agisindan duyu seviyesinde
degildir. Ciinkii akil, duyu seviyesine indirgendiginde dlgii olarak kabul edilmez. Fakat duyular da
akla veri saglamalar1 agisindan deger olarak énceliklidir. Haber ise aklin kontroliinde bilgi degeri
kazanmaktadir. Bu baglamda onun hadis ve us{il konusunda da yetkinligine isaret eden miitevdtir
ve dhad haber konusundaki degerlendirmeleri, metodolojik bir yaklasim olmasi agisindan
dnemlidir. Bu temelde, her iki haber tiiriiniin dogruluk degeri, iizerinde istidlal edilmesine bagl
kilinmaktadir.

Arastirmanin son béliimiinde teolojik ve ahlaki alanda bilginin degeri ele alinmistir, Bilgi sahibi
olmanin, insan i¢in gereklilik olmasindan yola ¢ikan Belhi, bu bilginin degerini teolojik agidan
Allah’1 bilmek, ahlaki diizlemde ise bilgiye dayali eylemde bulunmak olarak ortaya koymustur.
BelhT’nin ahlak anlayisinin biligsel temeli, iyi ve kotiiniin belirleniminin akilla imkanini ortaya
koyan parametrelere sahiptir. Ayni zamanda Tanri'yl, insani, ilemi ve aralarindaki iliskiyi
anlamak icin gelistirdigi epistemolojik bakis acisi ise nazar kavrami tizerine kuruludur. Akil
yiiriitme stirecinin temel belirleyeni delildir.

Belhi'ye gore fail (ndzir), nazar siirecini, kendini ¢evreleyen toplum (‘asabiye), diisiinme bicimi,
ideoloji, istek-arzu (hevd’) ve yakin iliskiselliklerden (iilfet) uzak bir sekilde belirli bir metodoloji

! Eb{’l-Kasim Abdullah b. Ahmed b. Mahm{d el-Belhi, Uyiinu’l-Mesdil ve'l-Cevdbat, thk. Racih Abdulhamid Said Kiirdi-
Hiiseyin Hansu (Amman: Dar(’l-Hamid, 2014/1435).
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(tertib ve siinen) takip ederek; duyu verileri ve a priori/bedihi bilgilere dayanarak isletmelidir, Bu
hem bilginin dogrulugunu hem de failin dogrulugunu saglamaktadir.

Belhi’'nin nazar ve tabiat doktrini onun tevlid yaklasimmin imkanini saglamaktadir. Nazara
yiikledigi anlam bilginin tevlidini kaginilmaz kilmaktadir. Eldeki verilere gore, Belhi'nin tabiat
yaklasimi temelinde tevlid anlayisi, zorunlu bir nedensellik icermektedir. Fakat bu zorunluluk,
determinizm anlamina gelmemektedir. Belhi’nin dikkat ¢ektigi diger bir alan da epistemolojisini
lizerine kurdugu tabiat doktrinidir. Ona gére Allah tarafindan yaratilan tabiat, aracidir; bagimsiz
ve kendi kendisinin fAili degildir. Tabiatlarin fiili, onlar1 varliga tab‘ eden Allah’tir. Tabiat1 geregi
esyanin belli bir 6zellik sergilemesi ise tabiatin fail oldugunu géstermedigi gibi irddenin devreye
girdigi bir siireci icermektedir. Belht, varligini kabul ettigi bu tabiatlarin kidemini reddeder.
Keladm{ epistemolojide, Belhi'nin fikirleri ve metodu, kendisinden sonraki tartismalar etkilemis,
bilgiyi giindemine alan diisiintirlere yeni bakis acilar1 ya da yeni tartisma alanlar1 kazandirmstir.
Aragtirmada, konunun anlasilmasi igin Keldm literatiiriindeki farkli goriislerden yararlanilsa da;
mukayeseli degerlendirmede Mu‘tezili keldmcilarin goriisleri 6zellikle de Basra-Bagdat
diyalektikleri esas alinmistir. Kitdbu'l-Makaldt ve meahit Uytinu'l-Mesdil ve'l-Cevabat® isimli eseri
temel alinarak yapilan calisma, Ebi’l-Kasim el-Belhi’nin epistemolojisini 6zgiin yonleriyle ortaya
koyma ekseninde hareket etmektedir. Buna gore, Belhi, bilginin mahiyetini, varlik ve bilgi edinme
yollar1 agisindan nasil ortaya koymustur? Onun bakis agisi, epistemolojik anlamda objektif olarak
degerlendirilebilir mi? Bilgi tanimi, insani merkeze alan bir tanim ¢esidi midir? Allah’in bilgisi
onun bilgi yaklasiminda nasil ele alinmaktadir? Allah’in bilen olmasinin insana/4leme yansimasi
nasildir? Allah’t bilmek insan igin bir gereklilik midir? Taklidin bilgisel degeri var midir? {laht
bilgiye taklidle ulasmak miimkiin mudiir? Taklid yoluyla bu bilgiye ulasanlarin teolojik durumu
nedir? Belhi’'nin bilgi teorisinde bilgiyle iliskili olarak kullandig1 kavramlar nelerdir? Sz konusu
kavramlar epistemik bir temelde mi ele alinmistir? Bilen 6zne agisindan bilginin teolojik ve ahlaki
degerinden sdz edilebilir mi? Bilgi temelinde ahlék tasavvurunu belirleyen unsurlar ve bunun
Belhi perspektifinde yorumu nedir? Bu ve benzeri sorularin Belhi’ye gére cevaplari ve bu
cevaplarin tutarliligi, nesnelligi ve keldmi yaklasimina etkileri epistemolojik baglamin ana
kaidelerini olusturmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Keldm, Mu‘tezile, Eb(’'l-Kasim el-Belhi, Ka‘bi, Bilgi, Nazar.

Abstract

The views of Abii al-Qasim al-Ka‘bi al-Balkhi (d. 319/931), one of the competent names of the
Baghdadi School of Mu‘tazila, on knowledge constitute the main axis of this study. The main
motivation for this study is the existence of strong arguments about knowledge in Abt al-Qasim
al-Balkhi’s work named ‘Uyiin al-masa’il wa-l-jawabat. The arguments in question provide a context
that increases importance of al-Balkhi for mutaqaddimun kalam. Considering the period in which
al-Balkhi lived in the history of Kalam, it is difficult to say that the subject of knowledge was
systematized yet. Accordingly, the subject of knowledge, which has an important place in the

2 Eb(’l-Kasim Abdullah b. Ahmed b. Mahmid el-Belhi, Kitdbu'l-Makaldt ve meahii Uydinu’l-Mesdil ve’l-Cevabat, thk.
Hiiseyin Hansu, Racih Kurdi, Abdulhamid Kurd? (Istanbul-Amman: Kuramer ve Dar(i'l-Feth, 2018).
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thought of al-Balkhi’s thought system, does not take place as an independent theory. However, in
al-Balkhi, knowledge and related issues have strong foundations and conceptual richness that can
create a framework for an independent theory. In the "Introduction" section of the study, which
consists of three parts, the life, scientific personality, works and position of Abi al-Qasim al-Balkhi
in Mu'tazila are discussed. The accounts in this section are important in terms of seeing where he
and his ideas are in the historical process. The first chapter, which includes the possibility and
nature of knowledge, the conceptual framework to which it is related, and the entity-knowledge
relationship, discusses the framework of al-Balkhi’s knowledge theory in comparison with related
approaches. al-Balkh’s understanding of existence attracted attention with its detailed
explanations and different paradigms at that time. For this reason, it shapes his epistemological
approach. In the second part of the study, the forms of definition, classification and association
developed by al-Balkhi in an original style on the types of information and ways of obtaining
information are included.

al-Balkhi’s comparative explanations between the ways of obtaining information show the feature
of being punctual and detailed for the kalam of that period. al-Balkhi used the concept of mind as
an act that includes a mental process, mostly together with the concept of rational inquiry. Even
though it means reasoning, he considered it necessary for the possibility of rational inquiry and
accepted it as a prerequisite for rational inquiry. He does not see the means of acquiring
knowledge in the same category. It also does not reduce them to each other. According to him,
the mind is not at the level of the senses in terms of being a measure of and creating knowledge.
Because when the mind is reduced to the level of sense, it is not accepted as a measure. But the
senses are also prioritized in terms of providing data to the mind. Khabar/report gains
information value under the control of the mind. In this context, his evaluations on khabar al-
mutawdtir and khabar al-wahid, which also point to his competence in hadith and methodology, are
important in terms of being a methodological approach. On this basis, the accuracy value of both
types of khabar/report is made dependent on its inference.

In the last part of the research, the value of knowledge in theological and moral fields is discussed.
al-Balkhi, starting from the fact that having knowledge is a necessity for human beings, revealed
the value of this knowledge as knowing Allah theologically and acting on an informational basis
morally. The cognitive basis of al-Balkhi’s understanding of morality has parameters that reveal
that the determination of good and evil is rational. The epistemological perspective that al-Balkhi
developed to understand God, man, the universe and the relationship between them is based on
the concept of rational inquiry (nazar). The main determinant of this reasoning process is
evidence/proof (dalil).

According to al-Balkhi, the agent (nazir) follows the rational inquiry process with a certain
methodology (tertib and sunan), away from the society’s way of thinking, ideology (‘asabiyya),
wish-desire (hawaa) and close familarities (ulfat); It should operate on the basis of sense data and
a priori/badthi information. This ensures both the accuracy of the information and the accuracy
of the agent.

al-Balkhi’s doctrine of the rational inquiry and nature/tab provides the possibility of his approach
to tawlid (generation). The meaning attributed to the rational inquiry makes the transfer of
knowledge inevitable. According to the available data, al-Balkhi’s understanding of tawlid on the
basis of nature/tab‘ approach includes a necessary causality. But, this necessity does not mean
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determinism. Another area that al-Balkhi draws attention to is the nature doctrine on which he
built his epistemology. According to him, the nature created by Allah is an intermediary; It is not
independent and self-perpetrator. The perpetrator/subject of natures is Allah, who imprinted
(tab®) them onto existence. The fact that things exhibit a certain feature due to their nature does
not show that nature is perpetrator, but also includes a process in which the will/irada comes into
play. al-Balkhi rejects the eternity of these natures, which he accepts.

In theological epistemology, al-Balkhi’s ideas and method seem to have influenced the discussions
that followed, and brought new perspectives or new areas of discussion to the thinkers who put
knowledge on their agenda. In this context, although different views in (the Kalam) theological
literature are used to understand the subject; in the comparative evaluation, the views of
Mu'‘tazilite theologians, especially Basra-Baghdad dialectics, were taken as basis. The study, based
on Kitab al-Magqalat and ‘uyin al-masa’il wa-l-jawdbat °, aims to reveal the epistemology of Abi al-
Qasim al-Balkhi with its original aspects. Accordingly, how did al-Balkhi reveal the nature of
knowledge in terms of existence and ways of acquiring knowledge? Can his point of view be
evaluated objectively in an epistemological sense? Is the definition of knowledge a type of
definition that puts people in the center? How is the knowledge of Allah handled in his approach
to knowledge? How is the reflection of Allah’s being knower on human/realm (universe)? Is
knowing Allah a necessity for man? Does imitation have any informational value? Is it possible to
reach divine knowledge through taqlid (imitation)? What is the theological status of those who
reach this knowledge through taglid? What are the concepts that al-Balkhi uses in relation to
knowledge in his theory of knowledge? Have these concepts been handled on an epistemic basis?
Is it possible to talk about the theological and moral value of knowledge in terms of the knowing
subject? What are the elements that determine the conception of morality on the basis of
knowledge and its interpretation in the perspective of al-Balkhi? The answers to these and similar
questions according to al-Balkhi and the consistency, objectivity and effects of these answers on
his theological approach provide the main principles of the epistemological context.

Keywords: Kalam, Mu'‘tazila, Abai al-Qasim al-Balkhi, al-Ka‘bi, Knowledge, Rational inquiry.

3 Abi al-Qasim al-Ka‘bi al-Balkhi, Kitab al-Magqalat wa-ma‘ahu ‘uytin al-masa’il wa-l-jawabat, edited by Hiiseyin Hansu,

Réacih Kurdi, Abdulhamid Kurd? (istanbul-Amman: Kuramer ve DarQ’l-Feth, 2018).
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